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Advanced Placement Environmental Science (APES)   

 
 
 

 
 
 
Dear APES student, 
 
 I’m so glad you have chosen to take AP Environmental Science for next year! This is a full 
year course that is the equivalent of an introductory level environmental science college course. 
Remember, AP ≠ easy. This is an honors-level, advanced placement course, so you can expect a fair 
amount of work. Of course, the more engaged you are with the material, the “easier” it will be.   
 
 We work hard in this class. In order to prepare you for the AP exam, I must finish the material in our 
textbook by end of April. That means we will move quickly and you must keep up with the work.   
To start you off, here is your summer assignment.   
1. Read the essay “Tragedy of the Commons” and complete answers to questions on the worksheet. Type up 

your responses and submit your electronic document to turnitin.com by Friday, Aug. 31, 2018. You must 
sign up for the class through turnitin.com first.  The class ID# is 18226357, and the password is 
cosmology.  Print a copy for yourself because we will discuss this in class. 
 

2. Read Chapter 1 and 2 from your textbook. I had them copied for you so you don’t need to carry a large 
textbook home for the summer.  Create a notes outline of both chapters.  These will be checked the first 
week of school. We will go over this material in class and we will have a test on these chapters soon 
after school begins. You are not required to complete the practice quizzes and review questions at the 
end of the chapters but it is always a good idea if you do.   
 

3. Watch the movie “Home.” You can view it on YouTube at 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqxENMKaeCU&feature=watch-now-button&wide=1. Answer the questions 
on the worksheet as you watch the video and type your responses. When you are done, turn in your 
electronic document to turnitin.com by Friday, August 31, 2018. You must sign up for the class through 
turnitin.com first.  The class ID# is 18226357 and the password is cosmology.  My school e-mail 
addresses are alison.nork@reg5.k12.ct.us and alison.beres-nork@amityschools.org. Use either to ask 
questions over the summer.  
 

4. The AP exam has math-based questions, and no calculators are allowed.  Practice doing 
calculations by hand.  Look at “Summer Review of Basic Mathematical Skills” and complete 
“Math Problems” by Friday, August 31st, and bring to class. 
 

5. Visit, review and bookmark the AP Central website (about 20 minutes).  This is the organization 
that sets the standards for AP courses. We will adhere to the standards set by AP so that your work 
will best prepare you for the AP exam.  

 
 Be aware of environmental stories in the news and bookmark any that you find interesting so we can 
discuss once we return to school. Have a great summer! See you in August. 
         
Mrs. Nork 
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