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Estimated Financial Impact of Average Daily Membership (ADM) Changes 2018-2022 
 
While enrollment projections are helpful in anticipating overall enrollment changes in the Amity 
population, predictions of Average Daily Membership (ADM) are essential to developing 
estimates for changes in the Member Town allocations. ADM from the current school year is 
used to establish the Member Town allocations for the following budget year (i.e., the October 1, 
2015 enrollment figures are used to determine the Member Town allocations for the 2016-2017 
budget)1.  
 
The simplest prediction of student population in a particular grade is completed by advancing 
students from the previous year. If there are currently 63 students in sixth grade in Bethany, we 
would anticipate 63 students in seventh grade from Bethany the following year. We have 
modified this estimate to include the average annual change from one year to the next. That is, 
based on the average from the most recent five years, we have calculated persistence rates based 
on the change in the percentage of students advancing to the next grade in Amity schools. For 
example, between grades seven and eight, we have experienced an annual increase in the number 
of students attending Amity schools, resulting in a five-year average historical increase of 2%. 
Alternatively, between grades eight and nine, we have seen a five-year average historical 
decrease of 5%. These average annual changes are incorporated into the development of short-
term enrollment projections. 
 
As shown below, a population of 87 eighth grade students (from a single Member Town) became 
a population of 85 ninth grade students in the following year, resulting in a 2% decrease in the 
number advancing. Meanwhile, 87 eleventh grade students became a population of 91 twelfth 
grade students, resulting in a 4% increase in the number advancing. 
 

 
 

 
  

                                                 
1 Enrollment and Average Daily Membership differ. Enrollment is greater than Average Daily Membership by the 
number of students who are categorized as Open Choice, Tuition, and Exchange Students. 



The persistence values, averaged over the most recent five years, for each Member Town are: 
 

 

 

 
 
The Member Town persistence values were applied to the 2015-2016 actual ADM figures (using 
a five-year average to estimate the number of outplacements and VOAG/Magnet participation) to 
project the number of students from each Member Town in the Amity population over the next 
five school years2. 
 

 
 

  

                                                 
2 Percentage values in the Projected Average Daily Membership Percentage graph/table may not add up to 100% 
because of rounding. 

15-16 16-17 17-18 18-19 19-20 20-21
Bethany 20.4% 19.8% 19.3% 18.7% 18.1% 17.3%
Orange 48.7% 49.0% 49.2% 49.7% 49.7% 48.8%
Woodbridge 30.9% 31.2% 31.5% 31.6% 32.2% 33.9%
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Based on the annual projected ADM percentages, annual projected changes in ADM percentages 
can be determined: 
 

 
 

Over the next five years, we anticipate that Bethany will see annual decreases in ADM, Orange 
will experience a combination of increases and decreases, and Woodbridge will show growth in 
each year. We predict that this will result in Bethany having an overall approximate 3% decrease 
in ADM, Woodbridge having an overall approximate 3% increase in ADM, and Orange 
remaining essentially the same. 

 
Without knowing the actual budget value in future school years, the projected financial impact 
on the Member Towns is calculated using the current year’s Member Town allocation amount 
($45,348,694) in order to show changes based solely on changes in ADM. 
 

 

16-17 17-18 18-19 19-20 20-21
Bethany -0.6% -0.5% -0.6% -0.6% -0.9%
Orange 0.2% 0.2% 0.5% 0.0% -0.9%
Woodbridge 0.3% 0.3% 0.1% 0.6% 1.7%
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17-18 18-19 19-20 20-21 21-22
Bethany $(255,776) $(227,858) $(262,519) $(282,127) $(390,274)
Orange $99,119 $108,020 $213,548 $5,793 $(397,557)
Woodbridge $156,655 $119,839 $48,971 $276,334 $787,832
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