
AMSB PTO Meeting
Friday, October 7, 2016

President’s Report: 

1.) Back-to-School Night’s gift basket raffle raised $450.  The profit will be used to help offset 
additional costs of the locker shelves.

2.) Please send in your check for a directory immediately to allow distribution by the end of October. 
Teachers’ directories are $5 and also need to get ordered.  Please note that teachers are not 
obligated to order a directory.

3.) The KidsStuff books need to be turned in asap.  So far, the PTO has made $1000 from the sale 
which will be used to help pay for the remaining 300 student locker shelves.  There are over 100 
books still in distribution that need payment or returned for credit.  The PTO receives $12.50 for each 
book sold.  Teachers have each been given a free book for helping to coordinate the program within 
their homeroom classes.  There are many great coupons in the book, including a BOGO Seymour 
Cinema movie ticket that Donna mentioned.

4.) Amity Wear is continuing to being sold.  Dr. D. posted a link for the site.  The site is open all school 
year with closings to allow for the orders to process.  Once the orders are processed, the site reopens 
for additional sales.  Any questions concerning Amity Wear should be directed to Beth Kupcho.  

5.) Please remember to register your Stop & Shop reward card for AMSB.  

Principal’s Report:

1.)  This year, instead of removable wire shelving which breaks and can be accidentally taken home 
at the end of the school year, our custodial staff has begun to install permanent shelving bolted into 
the lockers.  25 per team have been added already for a total of 100.  The shelving was well received 
by the students who were fortunate to get a locker with the new shelf system, allowing greater 
durability to the lockers and better usage by the students  The PTO donated $1,000 for the 1st 100 
shelves and is working with AMSB to help cover the additional costs of 300 more shelves to allow all 
of our students to benefit from the enhanced locker shelving system. 

2.)  Amy Benton is now back for the 8th grade.  Welcome back!  She is still continuing her treatments 
while returning to work.  Mrs. Wissink can be contacted directly if you are interested in helping 
through a GoFundMe site.  

3.) Two staff are going to Austin, TX for the School National Conference.  Dr. Smolinsky is talking 
about how he integrates music into learning science - such as a song about the rain cycle.  



4.) Jen Schushat also is presenting at a state conference, Red White and Blue Day to talk about 
Politics.  

5.) The assembly this week concentrated on empathy and acceptance.  The speaker commented that 
he was very impressed with the kids’ behavior.

6.) The next Amity Board of Education meeting is being held at AMSB to allow the school to feature 
the new 2 pianos donated to the school, one of which was donated by the PTO.  Students have been 
chosen to perform on the pianos during the BOE meeting. 

7.) No school next Monday for Columbus Day and Wednesday for Yom Kippur.

8.) The budget is currently being prepared and is the focus right now for the school and BOE.  

9.) 8th grade is going to EMPOWER next week for some team building.  For 8th graders, Holiday Hill 
will not be happening this year due to the early end of school year.  All of the kids will be going to 
Lake Compounce on June 1st instead.  Graduation rehearsal is scheduled for June 2nd. 

Faculty Representative Report:

1.) Mrs. Nall, our PTO Teacher Representative, discussed Red, White and Blue Day on November 7th 
where there’ll be stations for the students allowing them to understand the presidential process.  One 
station will be I Side With, a non-biased site explaining the intricacies of debate topics.  Other 
stations will review political ads and how the media plays a role in the process, look at the electoral 
vote, and watching some CNN Student News which is unbiased concerning the campaign.  No ideas 
will be pushed onto any student.  This process is just to help students understand the topics being 
debated.  The students will finish the day by voting in an anonymous mock election.

2.) A Halloween Pep Rally is planned for Halloween day.  All staff will be dressed up.  Students can 
dress up, if wanted.  There will be a costume contest, a locker decorating contest, and a hallway 
decorating contest.  Kids are asked to not wear masks or dress up like clowns. 

3.) 873 tickets were given out during the first month for BE AMITY - Accountable, Motivated, 
Independent, Trustworthy, & Your Best Self!  Posters are up throughout the school and everyone is 
expected to “Be A.M.I.T.Y.”. Raffle tickets for A.M.I.T.Y. behavior are being passed out by the teachers 
which the kids can deposit into raffle prize containers at the Media Center for g.c.’s to some of the 
student’s favorite items, such as iTunes, Starbucks, etc..  Another set of Team based tickets are also 
being passed out from the teachers where the students can enter a raffle for such classroom activities 
as choosing an outside activity or being teacher for a period.  The 1st rally was really loud and great 
success.  Mr. Fragione had a decibel reader on his phone which registered the excitement in the 
danger zone!  The students suggested that they want Amity Wear to be added as raffle prizes.  The 
PTO agreed to help assist with this request. 

4.)  October 21st is Sleeping Giant field trip for 7th graders.  The students will be engaged in team 
building activities for the day with lunch being eaten at the top of the mountain. 

5.)  October 25th is Hat Day.  Donate a $1 to wear a hat.  All funds will go to BE AMITY for help offset 
the cost of the g.c. prizes.  



6.) 7th graders is having a Team Day today to help build empathy among the students for their 
classmates.  The boys and girls are being split with the boys doing a sport activity and the girls having 
activities to find commonality among the girls.  This class is especially struggling more than previous 
years with empathizing with each other to build their classmates up versus pulling kids down.  The 
students are too focused on gossip, dating, social groups, etc. versus education.  

7.) Mrs. Nall mentioned an App called “Sit With Us” which is somewhat private and allows a student to 
ask for someone to sit with them during lunch, etc. without having to physically ask a person face-to-
face.  

8.) Fabulous Friends, replacing Best Buddies, is working great.  Students can see the counselors or 
the school psychologist to sign up.  The program partners special needs students with peers to teach 
empathy and acceptance of ALL students.  

9.) The Leo Club is another organization that the students can join to learn about community giving 
and empathy.

Woodbridge Youth Services: 

1.) A Halloween Bash is being held on 10/28 from 7-8:30pm for all AMSB students.

2.) Digital Photography has been postponed for 1 more week to allow for more kids to sign up.  
Please sign up now if your student is interested.  WYS needs a few more students to be able to keep 
the class from being cancelled.

Committee Reports:

Treasurer:

1.) The PTO is donating 2 picnic tables, costing $1500, for the courtyard.  

2.) The PTO is working to fund the additional 300 locker shelves with financial support from AMSB.   

3.) The Directory has already brought in $1660.  Please make sure to get your orders in asap.

4.) KidsStuff has brought in $1000 which will be used to fund the locker shelving.

5.) $1000 will be donated towards the 8th Grade Graduation Party on June 2nd.

Hospitality:

1.)  Next Coffee is Wednesday, October 19th at 2:30pm.  We host 6 of these for the year.  We’ve had 
one thus far, so 5 more to go.  Please donate if you can.  We are always looking for new donors so 
that we’re not always asking the same parents to donate.  

Fundraising:

1.) Amity Wear is now open for sale and closing October 12th.  Dr. D. has posted a link.  Once the 
orders are processed, the site reopens for additional sales.  Any questions concerning Amity Wear 
should be directed to Beth Kupcho.  



2.) School pictures through LifeTouch allowed for a $1 donation to the PTO for each person who’s 
picture was taken. 

3.) Please register your S&S and ShopRite cards. 

Directory:  

1.)  Please send in your check immediately to allow for a speedy distribution by the end of October.

Graduation Party:

1.)  Allison and Donna are c-chairing the event at RaceBrook Country Club on Friday, June 2nd.   
Currently they’re working on a securing DJ.  Students are asked to get involved with the planning 
process since the event is for them.

Cook Book:
Tammy Ryan is managing the cookbook.  Recipes can be sent through a gmail that Tammy is 
creating.  It’s a school community cookbook with the artwork being created by the students.  Any 
student submitting a recipe is asked to provide a story related the specialness of the recipe.  All funds 
will be used to cover Graduation expenses.

Secretary/Correspondence:  All outstanding correspondence has been sent out.  PTO meeting notes, 
once approved by our Co-Presidents, Kim and Donna, are posted to the website by Mr. Doyle.

There isn’t any new correspondence to report.

Meeting was adjourned until our next meeting on Friday, November 4th.


